STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
April 21, 2011 Minutes
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairman, Wendy Lilly-Hanson, Ed Goodwin, Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member) and Calvin Montigney (Alternate Member).
Members absent:  Donna Grehl.
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Denise Lachapelle, Richard Paradise, Andy St. Laurent, Mark Farrell, Fred Trifone and Lenny Jalbert.
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows
COMMITTEE UPDATES
CPA, PLAC, Lakes Advisory Committee, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee and  Trails Committee.
· EG stated there is a meeting for CPA on Monday evening.

· DB stated there was no PLAC meeting.

· DB stated there was no Trails meeting.

· DB stated there was no TMPC meeting.

· DB stated DG is not here to report any meeting for LAC. 

Walk-ins:  None
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing-Public Hearing (Public Hearing opened on July 15, 2010) Forest Cutting Plan Application on Leadmine Mountain Conservation Land.  The plan is currently being developed by Joe Kowalski.
· JK stated the boundary of the wetland is completed.

Public Hearing continued to June 2nd @ 7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing to open April 21, 2011) Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by Andre St. Laurent to confirm the resource area boundaries at 152 Main Street and to determine whether proposed work to install a lawn and resurface parking area is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act and local bylaws.

· ASL stated the proposed plan is to cut the trees closest to the building first with the remaining trees as part of a FCP later with a final seeding and resurfacing of the driveway.
· DB asked if the grading will change.

· ASL stated the grading will not change.

· EG asked if the lawn area is the only area of stump removal.

· ASL stated yes.

· EG asked what amount of fill will be removed.

· ASL stated no fill is being removed with about 10 yards of soil proposed to be brought in to smooth out the area of stumps that are proposed to be removed.

· EJ suggested the following conditions:
1. The trees will be cut in the lawn area.

2. Install Erosion Controls defining the limit of work line.

3. Remove the stumps and bring in fill.

4. If the site is exposed for longer than two weeks temporary stabilization be installed.

5. Logging/FCP completed by Randy when the site is dry and stable.

6. Finish grade and seed.

7. Final pave of the driveway.

· EJ stated that she and ASL agreed to communicate before each step takes place.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by JB to approve with EJ’s conditions.

                    Vote:  4/0.

7:50p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing to open April 21, 2011) Notice of Intent DEP #300-843 submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of David Barnicle for the repair of an existing septic system at 8 Ladd Road.

· DB recused himself.

· EJ stated that she did a site visit this afternoon and the area where the repair is taking place if flat with erosion controls appropriately placed.

· DB stated the corner of the plan is just inside the 100’ buffer.

· Mark Farrell stated the plan will be moved out of the 100’ buffer and a Wildflower mix will be planted using a Weed Whacker to cut that area.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by EG to approve with changes that were indicated.

                    Vote:  3/0

                     DB recused himself.
8:15 Public Hearing-(Public Hearing opened April 7, 2011) Notice of Intent DEP #300-842 submitted by Fred Trifone on behalf of Jay Patricik McGlone for the construction of a new single family house, septic system and associated site work at 256 Holland Road.
· FT showed the plan to the Commission.

· WLH suggested enhancing the Berm.

· DB asked about sheet flow off of Holland Road.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by WLH to approve as submitted.

                    Vote:  4/0.
8:30 Public Hearing-(Public Hearing opened April 7, 2011) Notice of Intent DEP #300-841 submitted by Jalbert Engineering ob behalf of Daniel Molta for the reconstruction of a single family house and associated site work at 94 Paradise Lane.

· Leonard Jalbert explained the plan to the Commission.

· DB asked that the Buffer plants in the 25’ not be disturbed.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by EG to approve.

                    Vote:  3/0.

                     1 abstention by WLH.
OLD BUSINESS
Update from members who attended the MACC Conference:

3 Cherry Brook Circle-Agent update from DEP:
· EJ stated that she spoke with Joe Balino (DEP) regarding whether the Commission would be willing to entertain the possibility of having Mr. McGlone  bring the proposed application back to the Commission that was previously denied by the Commission to combine 3 Cherry Brook Circle with the lot across the street and immediately adjacent to the Riverfront area placing a deed restriction on the lot across the street.
· EG stated this proposal was denied by the Commission so the applicant went to DEP.  EG stated the Commission needs to hear from DEP in regards to their decision prior to the Commission taking action on another proposal.
· DB stated that the request from DEP is in violation of the WPA and asked EJ to contact DEP requesting their judgment in writing.
MACC

Update from members who attended the MACC Conference:
· JB stated that he did two fundamental courses pertaining to the permitting process.
·  EG stated that he did two courses; one was called The Law and the other was on Wetland plants.
·  WLH stated she did two fundamental courses.
· DB stated he a Wetland identification and a Vernal Pools course.
· EJ stated that she took four courses all related to restoration.
Certificate of Compliance:

Sturbridge Hills DEP #300-385-Sign Permit:

· Permit Signed by the Commission.
NEW BUSINESS
Phragmities treatment at Leadmine Mountain:

· EJ stated that she asked Denis Panou for an estimate regarding a Phragmites patch on the Leadmine Mountain Conservation property.  EJ stated in the old sand pit area there is a wetland area full of Phragmites.  EJ stated DP estimated for one herbicide treatment to be $275.00.  EJ stated the area is approximately 30’ x 30’ and the best time to do this would be the fall but she would check with DP.
· EG asked about the impact of other plants around it.
· JK stated it would kill whatever it hits except grass.
· DB suggested giving authorization to EJ if there is money to do this at the end of the FY.
· EG wants a site visit and more information.
Enforcement Orders

Sites with Compliance Issues

36-38 Goodrich Road:

2 Cedar Lake Drive:

· EJ stated she’s had no response from 2 Cedar Lake Drive.
66 Mount Dan Road:

· EG stated there’s an intermittent stream flowing down the hillside.
· EJ agreed and stated there’s an Order of Conditions there was a proposal to install a drainage pipe.
· DB suggested that EJ write a letter to the owner of 66 Mount Dan Road that the drainage pipe be installed as soon as it’s practicable.
134 Podunk Road:

· EJ stated she received a complaint thru the Building Department last week which Dave from Building did a site visit regarding 134 Podunk Road.  EJ stated she is having LW check old records.
Letter Permits
20 Wallace Road:

· EJ stated that she did a site visit this afternoon and the site is stable with the silt fence properly installed (toed in) and the disturbed area properly mulched until further work commences.  EJ stated the owner is very cooperative.
· DB stated the owner was told not to drain the pool into the wetland area.

· JB was concerned with the Leach Pit area.

· EJ stated as a condition the Leach Pit can be protected during construction.

· JB suggested issuing a Letter Permit and requiring an As Built drawing submitted when work is completed indicating that the Leach Pit or the Pool has been relocated.
Consensus by the Commission to approve the Letter Permit.
277 Leadmine Road:

· EJ stated that this came thru the Planning Department and she told the owner she will process this as a Letter Permit for a complete demolition of an existing garage and a proposed garage to be built on the same footprint.  EJ stated she did a site visit and there’s a large earthen berm between the garage and roadway which would serve as a barrier and showed pictures to the Commission.  EJ suggested as a condition that if material is migrating from the immediate work area that erosion controls be installed.
Consensus by the Commission to approve.
Correspondence
Dam Safety Inspection:

· EJ stated that she received a Dam Safety Order from the office of Dam Safety requiring that the town push forward by July 15th with a submittal of a Phase 1 dam inspection on the upper dam at the Leadmine/CRC area.  EJ stated she circulated a request for quotes from a number of different Engineering firms.  EJ asked that the Commission allow her to select one of the Engineering Firms to complete the assessment.  
· DB asked what the Town’s liability is once the Engineering Firm is selected.
· EJ stated once the assessment is submitted the Commission would receive a 2nd time limit for corrections to be made. 
· DB stated he would like a letter to Mr. Saloma from EJ that she has solicited a number of Firms, however the Town is constrained to agree to expend any funding on repairs to a dam which the Department of Fish and Wildlife is about to tear down.  DB stated he would like this letter to go out before the Engineer is chosen by EJ.
· Discussion amongst the Commission regarding dams.
· JB asked what the cost is for the Phase 1 Dam inspection.
· EJ stated the estimated fee is $7,000.00 from CME for the Phase 1 Dam inspection.
· EG stated he would like to move forward.
· DB stated he will speak with Todd Richards from Fish and Wildlife and report back to the Commission.
Complaint-South Shore Drive:

· EJ stated that she received a complaint from Peter Mimeault regarding 31 South Shore Drive indicating there was clearing on the lake side of South Shore Drive.  EJ stated her response to Mr. Mimeault was that there was cutting from March 30th-April 8th.
MOTION:  By CM, seconded by EG to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.
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